


I MUST BE TALKING TO MY FRIENDS

Thanks for all the letters and cards which have been pouring in. I hope to have room in this
issue for some of the letters, which are the reason why I returned to fanzine-publishing.

A warning, however . . . the same warning I gave last issue. I'm sending this issue to
people on the SF Commentary mailing list, but not next issue. The only people on next
issue’s list will be members of FAPA and ANZAPA, fanzine traders, publishers who have
‘sent me books, and people who have replied to these two issues. There are some people
who cannot escape receiving issues of my magazines, but don’t depend on being one of
that group. Write, now! _

Pauline Dickinson (Fisher Library, University of Sydney) wrote: ¢ “Goody, goody” and
“about bloody time” were what I thought asIread TMR . . . No subscriptions, he says—I'll
try to write, but it would be easier for me, and probably for you, if I could send you a small
donation in lieu of letters. That way, I could could look upon myself as a patron of the arts.
"Are you sure you wouldn’t prefer a nice cheque to a boring postcard?’

I wrote back to say that I would like the money, but I refuse to start a subscription
system. I will acknowledge all donations, and say thank you. But if I began to charge
subscriptions, I would charge for the real cost of each issue, including my labour—about $5
a copy. I was subsldlsmg each SF Commentary subscriber to the tune of about $3 a copy,
and costs have gone up since then. Okay, say some, it’s a hobby, so you shouldn’t charge for
your labour. Okay, say I, it’s my hobby, and I call the shots. A small number of copies, to a
small number of mtcrested readers—that’s the only way to keep the Metaphysical Review
enterprise interesting to me. |

ALL CHANGE!
By the time that The Metaphysical Review 1 appeared, its editorial was entirely superseded.
In that editorial, I said that nothing much had happened to us recently. As soon as I had
typed those stencils, in late May, things began to happen.

FIRST, THE GOOD NEWS .

In early June I applied for yef another fulltime job. This time I gained an interview, which
was more than happened when I applied for jobs during late 1983 and early 1984. The
interview went favourably, or so I thought, but I did not get the job.

In order to ask for a reference for my job application, I rang a bloke who had often given
me freelance editing work. ‘Why do you want a reference for a job?’ he said, all astonish-
ment. ‘We’ve lots of freelance work for you here.” ‘But I haven’t seen any of it,’ I said. ‘I’ve
earned nothing for four weeks. I must have a regular income, and I’ll keep applying for
regular jobs until I get the income I need.” My friend did a wonderful piece of thinking on
his feet. ‘Why don’t we pay you a certain amount per month in advance? If we don’t supply
you with enough work, we still pay the money. If you earn more than that, you receive the
extra money.’ I said yes, Very quickly.

This offer is so unprecedented that I’'m still not sure how it will work out. I know of at
least one person who was working freelance, but also working fulltime in the office of a
publisher, but I don’t know of anybody else receiving a set amount in advance for doing the
same thing,

A letter arrived in late July, confirming the offer. The first cheque, delayed a bit, arrived
in early August. It remained for me to do the freelance work. Soon I found that the rules
were being changed. Could I help write a large project on which the company is working?
Since it will be sent to Hong Kong on diskette, could I learn to use the new word-
processor? (IBM PC, with Wordstar program, for those who are interested.) We’ll set aside a
room for the word-processor, and give you a desk as well.

The result is that I've spent some time learning to use the word-processor, which is not
" too easy for somebody as computer-dumb as I am. Also I've just spent several weeks

working fulltime in the company’s office. After seven years of working freelance at home,
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